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WARNING 

This material contains information affecting 
the National Defense of the United States 
within the meaning of the espionage laws, 
Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans- 
mission or revelation of which in any manner 
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law. 
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AHAISfSIS O P m^HTS. 

OB PO SSXBLg. U'CP ttlUR Off 

Reports of Soviet missile activity in Zaterpatskaya Oblast. ' 5 neas.' the 
USSR-Czechor? lovakia horde:.’ l»ve ;?rotpted a detailed analysis of infor- 
mation provided by a Hungarian refugee, Source E ® 

to have seen to 1956 a Soviet rccihet-lrmching site to the vicinity of a 
village, "Kbta&a," that \m? located north of Uzhgorod, U33R. The Source 
was originally interview in 1958 . Hn waB reinterrogated to 1959 *>& 
1950 to obtain more infcraatica on the exact location of KofcaSka be cans.. 
this village could not be found to any of the standard reference rat wto 
als. Significant locations,! data included in the three reports cited 
have been analysed to an effort to pinpoint the location of Kbta?to,. 

1= Place Harne Search 

t vr r.-» Source says he saw a sign that 

In par» at. o-'- 

- read "Kbta»a," but to par. 3 ^ ** 

w the name hounded tc Mm.«* A systematic search of tZu most co.^re- 

henslve geographical reference Materials fails to provide any clue to 
the location of KjctsSka. felcl Uar IX topographic maps at the scale of 
1:100,000, are available for the entire area north of Uzhgorod and, 
although not of recent date they are stilt Judged to bo fairly reliable 
for village names. -Ho na»e closely reselling the phonetic spelling oi 
Kot&Ska appears on tliesa. Her is any similar name included in the 



Z So SS spelltog of Sbba&a vould be HOTa*Htt t tf 
transliterated as '*Eotaohl:.a. 
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comprehensive gazetteer s, postwar pelitical^aajinistrative handbook^ or 
railroad timetah3.es that cover the area. The names closest to Kotat ifca 
or Kbtadhka. or KStaczka are "Sl»'iarsko ff and "Potashnya.. Bkotsrsko 
(48°44 , N°23 0 iS , E) is situated along the railroad northeast of I-iutecaevo, 
and Potashnya {k&kb'n^SSP&r'K) is a small village along idle railroad 
about 10 miles northeast of Uzhgorod.* 

2c. Dlstance/rian Ana lysis 

As far as distance is concerned. Source easily could have traveled 
by rail from CegXed, Hungary, to a point north of Ushgorod, USSR ~ a 
distance of approximately 200 miles in 2 days and 3 nights [ 

a number of weaknesses, however, appear in Source’s account of 
his roundabout return trip tc Dcarecen, Hungary. According to par. 13 of 
Report the. fheghrsrd in vbtacka told Source that the freight 

train he had been on Jiad cross® , the Tisza River at Chop end advised him 
to return via the seas southvi-ard route ? but Source does net rentier. the 
Tisza on his return trip although the river forms a wide physical barrier 
along this part of the li: ISR-Bun 1 ?,ary fronvissr* 

After walking s^gurtaciEKitely 12 days and riding on a uruck some 30 
hours. Source must have crossed not only a border area of the USSR but 
also most of Hungary from north sast to southwest, and presumably he had 
gone through or vary close to U&gotrod and Budapest. Set he does *K>t 
refer to any city nor does ho racognize any of the countryside evea 
though sews of it, presuaahl;/, aas fairly near his home. His trues ride 
ended at BaXatoafeuyros (46°Wa-r7°29 a B>, approxlmtely 55 miles item 


" * See Map A for location of «ftaae villages. 
** See J§so B for probable roue. 


« 2 ® 
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the Austri an border*. Source must have had some idea of the location of 
Balatonfenyveo, whether through former knowledge or local signboards, and 
he also must have realized that ha was much closer to Austria than 
Debrecen, However, instead of carrying out. his original plan to go to 
Austria, he jumped a freight train going in the opposite direction to 
Szelsssfehervar, wber? he borrowed money and took a passenger train tack 
to Debrecen — a total distance of approximately 130 miles from Bal&ton- 
fenyves. Since up to ■-.his point, Source apparently had remarkable 
success in evading authorities and crossing international borders, it 
seems strange that he did not try to gat across the Austrian border at 
this time instead of returning to Debrecen. 

If Source veered to the southwest while walking southward froa. 
KotaHks ) he might not have seen the Tisza River, but he would hav* lad 
to cross both the OSSSE-Czechoslovakia and the Ggedioslovakia-Hijngerj*' 
bord er ^ to continue Ms journey. If, Instead, he veered to the southeast 
he would have seen the Tisza a*s well as other rivers, aid this direction 
would have led bin into Rvmsaim **• where he wousd have [.seen far off ccuie 
foj' a route that eventually took bis to B&lauonfenyves » If» however, 
Source had uiswittingiy but aetsiaHy spent the brief period between his 
journey northward and his return trip in Czechoslovakia instead os? the 
USSR, he probably would not have crossed the Tisza River, He also would 
isave been farther from Debrecen and therefore might not have seen any 
familiar landmarks. In all probability, however, he would have crossed 
the Danube River and would lav j passed through or near 3t napes t. 
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Orientation and T errain 

According to par. 13 of the peasant toid Source 


that Kota&ka was beyond the fourth -mountain so^heast of Poland: Kotacka 
was also desci*ibed as being north of Chop (USSR) and Hungary , and north*’ 


west of Rumania. 


In contrasty 


in par. 


3 of 



Source 


indicates that Kotacka was located several mountains ridges souchwest 


of Poland, but stiJJ. northwest of Rumania. 

Movement in almost my direction An the esctremely mountainous area 
north of Uzhgorod and south of Poland would require crossing many r idges 
and spurs. Since there is no way of determining whether the peasant s 
concept of "jaountain” included, major ridges only or minor spurs as well* 
Source could have been almost anywhere in western Zakarpatskaya Ob.aat 0 , 
if his story is evaluated on the basis of terrain and orientation alone. 
Considering distance and rail ra id information in addition to terrain, 
however* the most probable area its the mountainous expanse that borders 
the railroad between Kcishrina (I8°57’IJ*-'22 0 36 i! E) and Syanki (49°01 ! I h 

Althoisgh not to likely, it is possible that Source was fa ther south in 
Area 2,** between iSostrina and Oubrinlch {>i€PkS'®-22?3P r th Old Russian 
and Csachos lovakia; i maps of these areas even show a number of railroad 
spur lines that would fit thfc- description of the steeply graded spurs 
mentioned by the Source. Most of these lines appear to be old narrow- 
gauge logging spurs. Infos TURticai is not available on the current status 
of any of these spurs, but they do serve to indicate potential areas wheru 
broader-gauge lines for missile use could be constructed most readily. 


Bee Area 1 on Map A. 
** See Area 2 on Map A. 


O* 1 | e 
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A comment about the Source 9 e willingness or evert eagerness to assume 
that he was in the US® seeas to be in order . When he emerged from the 
tank car the night, he arrived in KbtaSka, he could well have seen moun- 
tainous terrain vary similar to the terrain he expected to see in Austria 
--a country with many mountains and V-shaped, valleys. Be had been trav- 
eling 3 nights and 2 days in a dark tank car, convinced that he was headed 
for Austria, mid therefore it seams incredible that Source would imme- 
diately recognise in the dark e. heavily forested mountainous area that 
he had not seen since he was a child, and would know immediately that he 
was north of Uxhgorod, USSR,* instead, of in Austria, where he expected to 
be (par. 6 of Such, Immediate perception and identification 

of mountainous terrain in the dark does not tally with Source 8 s lack of 
recognition in the daylight of, presumably, more familiar Hungarian land- 
marks on his return crocs -country trip, which lasted 12 days. 

Railroads 

An analysis of the railroad transportation pattern In western 
Zakarp&tskaya Oblast" provider one of the strongest refutations of 
Source 9 s claim of having been in the USSR., Practically all Soviet rail- 
roads are broad gauge, end Hungarian railroads are standard gauge. There- 
fore, traveling in a Hungarian standard- gauge tank car from Cegled, Hungary, 
across the Soviet border at Chop and continuing northward in the same car 
to a point near the Polish border would be Impossible unless some adjust- 
ment were made at the Hungary ^USSR border. Removing the standard-gr.uge 
trucks of a tank ear and replacing them with broad-gauge trucks is tm 
operation that would be most unlikely to escape notice by the occupant of 
such a car. Although Source mentions "numerous stops and much shuttling" 


Approved For Release 2001/03/02”: &IA-RDP63-00314R0002001 60003-2 

S-H-C-R-S-T 



Approved For Release 2001/03/bf f ; bfA%P63-00314R0002001 60003-2 

he describes nothing that would indicate a change of gauge. Furthermore^ 
the changing of broad-gauge for standard- gauge rail trucks is a procedure 
that appears to be reserved for passenger cars. There are no known in- 
stances of changing the trucks of freight cars at the Chop rail yard* 
Freight is custoaa&rily transloaded from standard-gauge to broad-gauge 
trains. In this exes, the usual practice is to bring empty Hungarian 
tank cars to the southern terminus of the Soviet broad-gauge line at 
Komoro, Hungary (10 miles south of Chop ) , where facilities are available 
for piping petroleum into the carso Available intelligence indicates 
that the only line in Zakarpatskaya Oblast’ over which European standard- 
gauge cars could be moved is the line from Chop to Sfo.kad.evo, a city east 
and south of any area that fits the descriptions provided by the Source. 
This line is dual gauge, having standard-gauge and broad-gauge tracks 
running parallel to each other. 

As far as orientation is concerned, one could be north of Uzhgorod, 
USSR, but be in Czedioslovskia instead of the Soviet Union. It is 
possible, therefore, that the Source moved by rail from Hungary northward 
into Czechoslovakia • Two rierfkvrd- gauge railroads run from Hungary into 
eastern Czechoslovakia, cue going through Hidasnemeti, Kosice, and Presov 
and the other through Satoral^stujhely, Michalovce, and Hiffiienneo 

Two further comments about Source’s description of his railroad 
Journey into the USSB seem necessary. It is curious that an empty rail- 
road tank car would be transported from Hungary to the USSR to be left 
briefly at a siding of a small village in Sakarpatskaya Oblast 9 and. then 
moved on, presumably to a nearby military installation. Military instal- 
lations are generally consigners rather than producers of petroleum product 

~ 6 ® 
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and the usual arrangement would ha to ship full tank cars to such 
installations « Furthermore , if Source spent two nights and a day la 
2 inches of oil at the bottom, ojf a tank car (before he got the blankets) 
the condition of his clothing must surely have been worthy of some 
comment even in a rural society. He seams to have been welcomed without 
comment, however, and not questioned by hie shepherd host* It is also 
strange that a box car of Hun garian arty uniforms and blankets would be 
shipped from Hungary to a military installation garrisoned by Sovie t 
25X1 A2g troops (par* 4 of 

5« Border Security an d Uni dentified. Ma rkers 

The USSR area north of Uzhgorod, which Source claimed to have 
traversed by rail and later on foot, frequently has bean, reported au a 
heavily fortified zone, with mechanized divisions and several chain 
of bunkers and underground installations* It seems strange, therefor®, 
that Source does not recall having seen any such installations whito* 
walking out of the area and also strange that the international!, train 
going into the area was not inspected* If Source moved northward ii to 
Czechoslovakia instead of the USSR, however, the sighting of military 
installations would have been less likely* 

Source describes markers (measuring 6 by 6 by 6 inches, set 150 to 
200 meters apart, and numbered, to units of five) running in an irregular 
line up the slope that he climbed to observe the missile site.- In trying 
to use this information to identify the site, three possibilities were 
explored; Cl) the Barkers might have some topographic survey si gni fi can ce, 
(2j th® markers might represent the demarcation of a boundary of some type, 
and (3) the markers might delimit forest plots* 
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The first possibility was eliminated on the grounds that the markers 
did not seam to relate to any known topographic survey practice* Further- 
more., it is believed that the markers could not possibly represent 'die 
present international boundary because markers along such boundaries are 
usually numbered consecutively^ e.g. 140, 14-1, 14-2, and also because 
Source reports none of the usual security measures such as fences arid 
plowed strips currently associate vith this boundary area* He mi$t 
have seen markers of an older boundary, either International or internal; 
there are many in this area* For example* the pro -World I-fer II boundary 
between Czechoslovakia and Poland runs in a northwest-southeast direction 
through the area between Syanki ,nd Uzhok* The detailed, surveys of the 
demarcation coBsnissions, which would locate and. describe such boundary 
markers and their numbering* are not available* 

In this part of the world* forested areas are commonly divided by 
plot markers for purposes of pubj.ic use; but neither the Source's de- 
scription nor available reference materials are adequate for locating 
any such areas* 

6* Cu ltur al Ge ography 

Hone of Source's cccsacrats about food, clothing, type of house, use 
of kerosene lamps* women crocheting, or the stealing of cool help to 
pinpoint ary one place or -area within Zkkacpatskaya Oblast* . These 
characteristics and customs are applicable to many of the mountainous 
areas of Eastern Europe* The fact that water from a well tasted like 
diluted, or sour win© seems to be an Insignificant phenomenon that, from 
available information* cannot be traced to any particular region* 

- 8 - 
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In par» 18-20 of Jj Source says that he came to a 
tobacco-growing area after walling southward from Kbtacka for 3 days . 

Some 3.000 hectares of land in Sakorpatskaya Oblast 8 are planted in 
tobacco » The principal tobacco-growing areas ares located in the lowland 
and foothill areas of Uzhgorodr.kiy, Iftikachevskly, Beregovskiy, and 
Vinogradovskiy rayons. Ir recent years, however, tobacco cultivation 
has been extended into the eastern lowland areas adjacent to the border 
settlements of Kfcust and Tyaehev. Walking southward fro® the Kbstrina- 
S|yanki area for 3 days probably would bring one into or near the tobacco- 
growing areas of western Zakari atskaya Oblast". Although this factor 
strengthens the likelihood that if Kbtacka is in the USSR it is situated 
somewhere near Area 1, it does not necessarily rule out the possibility 
of Kotacka being located in. Cz< choelcnrakia because a similar pattern of 
tobacco distribution prevails in the southern border areas of Eastern 
Czechoslovakia , 25X1 A2a 

In par. 13. of Source mentions Hungarian soldiers who 

come to KotaSka annually to ski » Skiing is possible throughout the 
mountainous area of ZakaspatukF;/a Oblast 8 . Ski clubs reportedly exist 
in Uzhgorod, Mutkachevo, c ye ; , Rakhov and presumably maintain bases 

in these towns.* Although no details are available, it is probable that 
the Uzhgorod and Mukachevo cXUts use ski slopes in the mountains directly 
to the north. Around the ! S:lnyvk : ' health resort, which is located near 
Svalyava, are good ski slopes. In central Bakarpatskaya Oblast 8 the 
chief skiijag areas are near the settlement of Kblochava, Actually, skiing 

* With the exception of Rakhov, which is located f another east, these 
towns are shown on Map A. 

•a ^ •> 
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Is most important in the extreme southeastern part of Zakarpatskaya 
Oblast 9 where Yasiniya,* the largest ski resort in the area, has ex- 
cellent slopes around Gora (Mfc.) Goverla and the Lazeshchiny River 
Valley. Thus, Hungarian soldiers may well have skied in the area north 
of Uzhgorod, but this information does not help pinpoint the location 
of Kotacka. 

The fact that all the people the Source talked to — shepherd, 
tobacco-farm woman, and two truck drivers — spoke Hungarian does not 
help to locate Kbtacka because both Czechoslovakian and Soviet territory 
now lying north of the Hungarian border were at one time under Hungarian 
control, and many Hungarian speakers live in these areas. 

Summary 

Although reference materials are relatively good on that part of 
Zakarpatskaya Oblast* north of Uzhgorod, systematic research on the 
area revealed no settlement with the name cf Kotacka. Many aspects of 
the infor ma tion Included, in Source’s reports seem to point to the lo- 
cation of Kotacka in northwestern Zakarpatskaya Oblast 8 , between 
Dubrinich and Syanki. However, the reports include a number of incon- 
sistencies that are difficult to reconcile — notably the matter of 
getting a Burppean-gauge rail car onto a Soviet-gauge lice and the 
highly unconvincing description of the trip back to Debrecen. Possibly 
Source went to soma area north of Hungary and near the USSR border but 
not actually within the USSR and convinced himself that ha was in Soviet 
territory. In many respects Source’s recount would conform better, 

* Located east of the area shown on Map A. 

- 10 - 
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though by no means well, to a description of a trip in and out of 
Czechoslovakia!. Finally, his accounts of Ms inadvertant penetration 
into the USSR differ radically from one report to another, which makes 
them difficult to analyze and nay indicate that they were fabricated. 
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